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Khali.1 The result was to place Sa'dah, the cradle of the Imam's
dynasty and the second city of the Zaydi highlands, in a perilously
exposed salient flanked by Wahhabi outposts on either side. The
boundaries on the Najran side were uncertain; and when those on the
'Asir side were disturbed by an insurrection against Ibn Sa'ud's
authority, the whole situation along the border between the two
Powers became unstable. This instability, taken together with the
tiresomeness of the Imam as a neighbour (a characteristic with which
both the Turks and the British had previously become familiar), is
enough to explain the trouble that now followed between the Imam
and Ibn Sa'ud.

The conciliatory mission which the Imam sent to Mecca in the
spring of 19282 did not succeed in negotiating a settlement of the
questions then outstanding between the two parties ;3 and the next
event was the occupation, in the summer of 1931, of the 'Asm border-
district of Jabal al-' Arw by Zaydi forces who took hostages and incited
the tribes to repudiate their allegiance to Ibn Sa'ud. At the end of
negotiations which dragged on till the close of the calendar year, Ibn
Sa'ud waived his claim to the district, in the Imam's favour.4 This
settlement was followed by the signature, on the 15th December,5
1931, of a treaty of amity and bon voisinage between the two Powers.6
The following articles of this treaty deserve quotation on account of
their bearing upon subsequent events:

Art. 2. Each of the two states shall be bound to hand over to the other
any persons guilty of offences, whether political or non-political, who
may cross the frontier after the conclusion of this agreement, when their
Government demands their extradition.

Art. 3. Each of the two states shall be bound not to harbour any
person, great or small, in the public service or in a private station, who
is seeking to evade the jurisdiction of his own state, and shall be bound
to hand him back immediately to the state to which he belongs.

Art. 7. Officers and administrators are forbidden to meddle with the
subjects [of the parties] in matters likely to cause disturbance and to
produce misunderstandings between the two states.

1 See the Survey for 1928, p. 318.                                     2 Op. cit,, loc. cit.

3  For the failure of this mission see the Sa'udi Green Boole published on the
28th April, 1934, Docs. 7-10, summarized in Oriente Moderno, May 1934,
p. 246.

4  Green Book, summarized in Oriente Moderno, May 1934, pp. 246-7, and
June 1934, p. 301.

6 This was the date according to Oriente Moderno, loe, cit. infra. On the
other hand, The Times, in reporting the conclusion of the treaty on the
24th December, 1931, gives the date of signature as the 14th. Presumably
this discrepancy arises from the fact that the Sa'udi version of the Islamic
calendar differed, by one day, in its reckoning from the version in use elsewhere.

6 Text in Oriente Moderno, March 1932, pp. 130-1.